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Candidate motivation 
 

 
Having stood as a candidate in 2015, I have had four years to reflect on why I should seek a seat at the 
Commission’s table. To put it as simply as I can; I strongly believe that we need to embrace and harness the 
power of the Movement’s diversity. 
 
It is an undeniable fact that the Movement is diverse and that the Commission has not, in its makeup, reflected 
that diversity. As we move forward, the Movement can either seek ever greater conformity and a homogenous 
approach, or it can recognise that the world is a truly diverse place and that its peoples are best helped if we 
seek, in our mission, to recognise the challenges that diversity brings with it, but also the real dividends that 
come with tailored design and response. 
 
I do, of course, embody that diversity: 
 

- I am, and have lived my life as, one of the peoples of Small Island States. Both personally and 
professionally, I have lived experience, not only of the obstacles posed by smallness itself, but also of 
the ongoing practical hurdles that are faced by a small National Society being unseen, unheard, and 
unheeded in the world of international affairs. A Small State, and its National Society alike, faces 
specific issues – and I have seen that many of these issues are also faced by other small countries and 
National Societies. And though we may be small, we are many! 
 

- I am – in the context of the governance of the Movement – young, and I am concerned about the future 
that my own and younger generations will face - we will have to live with the climate crisis that is upon 
us and the many and varied problems that will bring. To address those issues we will have to reach 
out to our sisters and brothers across the world to shape a fairer world. In doing so, we will need to 
listen, especially to the many whose voices are insufficiently heard, for among those are to be found 
those most in need of humanitarian assistance. 
 

- I am a woman - and have experienced both the incredible power women can bring to bear on the 
humanitarian challenges before us, and the challenges posed by being a woman in a Movement 
dominated by men.  

 
Over recent years, I have found these perspectives, coupled with my experience as a senior official of my own 
National Society has led me to actively participate in Federation and Movement policy processes, always as a 
voice that articulates the challenges and potential of this diversity; the time has come, I strongly believe, for the 
Commission to benefit from this broadened perspective. 
 
Some may regard “diversity” as an unwelcome distraction. However, with many of the Commission’s tasks 
related to the preparation of the International Conference and the Council of Delegates, I strongly believe we 
need to find ways to make sure debate is not dominated by the policy priorities of those whose size or influence 
means that their own backgrounds and interests drive and shape the Movement in ways deny that diversity. 
 
To be clear, diversity brings challenges – not least, different ways of thinking, reasoning and expressing 
ourselves. Others have commented on my advocacy skills, perhaps with my legal training, putting forward 
points of view that are sometimes dismissed, simply because they are not articulated in ways that the Movement 
is accustomed to dealing with. I want to bring this skill to a place where it can best serve the Movement. 
 
Finally, while it may not be a substantial matter of concern to core functions of the Standing Commission, like 
many in the Global South I live on the front line of the climate crisis; I think I have a duty to the most vulnerable 
to the effects of climate change to make sure its threat informs all our decisions – both in terms of policy and as 
an operational matter. Small Islands States are in danger – for many of us it is a matter of our survival.  
 
 
 
 

 
 



 Election to the Standing Commission  
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Page 4 of 9 
 

 
 

Curriculum Vitae 
 

 
Insert or attach photograph 

 

Personal Details 

FAMILY  NAME & TITLE: 
Ms Tu’itupou-Arnold 
 

FIRST NAME(S): Fine Hinganoepalavi Haualofa ki Muli 

GENDER : Female 

NATIONALITY(-IES) : Tongan; Cook Islands Resident 

DATE OF BIRTH: 7 August 1979 

MEMBER OF : 
(Name of National Society) 
(Please provide  confirmation 
of your membership) 

Cook Islands Red Cross Society 
 See accompanying letter from President of Society 
confirming my membership 

PRESENT FUNCTION(S) 
IN THE MOVEMENT 
AND/OR THE NATIONAL 
SOCIETY: 

Secretary General, ex officio member of the Board of Cook 
Islands Red Cross Society See that same letter, confirming 
current position 
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PRESENT FUNCTION(S)  
OUTSIDE THE 
MOVEMENT: (when 
applicable) 

Member of Consultative Committee to the Platform on 
Disaster Displacement 
Qualified as a Solicitor and Barrister of the High Court of the 
Cook Islands (not currently practising) 

 
 
 

My domestic and international experience  
with the Red Cross and Red Crescent 

(including professional and volunteering activities in the National Society of origin and 
other components and bodies of the Movement, as well as special achievements at a 

national and international level) 
Year start with the most recent (expand the table as needed) 
November 
2014 – 
present 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary-General (SG) of Cook Islands Red Cross 
 
Appointed for three-year term in December 2014 after successfully working 
for 12 months, first as Acting SG. 
Since my formal appointment as SG I have worked closely with the Board to 
complete a comprehensive review of governance arrangements for the 
National Society; working with the Joint Statutes Commission to amend and 
restate our Constitution. 
Over 2015 the focus of the Society was on implementing reforms identified 
over 2014 and in ensuring financial viability of the Society and its long term 
financial sustainability. 
The highlight of the year was to convene the General Assembly and have all 
branches unanimously support the actions taken by the Board and myself 
over the previous 20 months in addressing a large crisis in the Society's 
finances and governance - and unanimously endorse amendments to the 
Constitution put together with help and guidance from the Joint Statutes 
Commission. 
 
 
Acting SG of Cook Islands Red Cross Society 
 
The sudden departure of the former SG for New Zealand for medical reasons 
had the Board appoint me as Acting SG for the Society.  
Almost at once, it became clear the Society was facing a deep financial crisis; 
addressing this became my top priority.  
There followed several months of crisis management that involved dealings 
with forensic accountants and with the Police I worked long hours on 
managing the whole process — at the same time making sure the Society's 
programmes kept going without disruption. 
Staff morale was affected and so I had the added challenge of managing our 
human resources, working closely with the Governing Board throughout. 
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2011- current  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Over several months through 2014 1 headed up a process of governance 
review, to identify what had gone wrong with the Society, and how we could 
rebuild with resilience. 
 
By the end of 2015, the Society successfully came out of the financial crisis, 
with new resources, new Constitution and new structure. The Society is now 
stable and continue to progress each year.  
 
 
International Humanitarian Law (IHL) 
 
• Successfully run the very first IHL dissemination programme in the Cook 

Islands – with communities, Government Ministries, and schools.  
• Supported the establishment of the first IHL National Committee for the 

Cook Islands  
• Successfully negotiated the first joint pledge between Government and 

the National Society at the 31st International Conference, on IHL and 
Disaster Law.   

• Developed an IHL handbook for Parliamentarians in the Cook Islands.  
• Supported the Cook Islands Government in its participation in various 

IHL platforms.   
 

 
2012 - current 
 

 
Disaster Law 
 

• Member of the Expert Group that reviewed the implementation and 
progress of the IFRC Disaster Law programme in 2014.  

 
In this area I have undertaken three consultancy briefs for the Cook Islands 
Government in partnership with IFRC: 
 

1. Legal Review of the international disaster response law (IDRL) in the 
Cook Islands. My report is published on the IFRC website: www.ifrc.org 

 
 
2. Developing a Standard Operating Procedure for international assistance 

in the Cook Islands. 
 
 
3. Review and legal analysis of the framework for Disaster Risk 

Management and Climate Change in order to develop an integrated 
legislation for Disaster Risk Management and Climate Change 

 
- This was the first study of this kind in the Pacific since the regional 

policy of integration was passed by the PIF Leaders meeting in 2012. 
 
 

 
Advocacy activities 
 
General roles 
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1. Advocacy activities between the CIRCS and Government in 

matters relating to vulnerable people and the auxiliary role of the 
Society. 

2. Provide legal advice in matters involving the CIRCS and the 
Government or any other party. 

 
Specific advocacy activities 
 

3. I was instrumental in promoting the IDRL initiative at the Pacific 
Islands Forum (PIF) Leaders meeting 2012. My role involved: 

 
- Advocacy with the Cook Islands Government to have the Cook 

Islands Prime Minister ensure that the IDRL initiative was considered 
at the PIF Leader's meeting in August 2012; 

 
- Drafting and negotiating the IDRL initiative with Cook Islands 

Government. Crisis management and advocacy with delegations 
from other Pacific States after the Cook Islands Government's own 
officials were unsuccessful at pre-Forum meetings in having the issue 
put on the agenda proper. 

 
- Lobbying the support of the member countries of the PIF, in particular 

using my contacts to gain direct access to the Vanuatu and Tonga 
Delegations to the PIF meeting. 

 
- My advocacy on a number of levels was regarded by IFRC as key to 

ensuring an 11th hour success both in getting the issue on the agenda 
and having it unanimously endorsed by all leaders of the PIF. 

 
 
Other roles in the Movement  
 

• Member of the Constitutional Review Committee that reviewed the 
IFRC Constitution in 2016 
 

• Member of the Core Group that reviewed and developed the new 
Guidance Document for National Societies Statutes and Constitutions 
 

• Chair of the Pacific Secretaries-General’s Network  
 

• Member of the Asia-Pacific Legal Network  
 

• Member of the Glow Red Network 
 

Publications 
 

1) Legal analysis of the Legal framework in the Cook Islands on 
Disaster Risk  Reduction 
http://www.ifrc.org/Global/Publications/IDRL/country%20studie
s/The%20Checkli  
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2) “Towards more inclusive and effective diplomacy”, research paper / 
Diplo Foundation : https://fine-tuitupou.net/ 
 

3) International Disaster Response Law Study in the Cook Islands 
http://www.ifrc.org/ar/_what-we-do/disaster-law/research-tools-
and- 
 

Website: http://fine-tuitupou.net/  
 

 
 
 

Other experience and achievements 
(any other relevant functions, roles or special achievements outside of the Movement) 

Year  
 
1998 
 
 
2004-2006 
 
 
2006- 2011 
 
 
 
2012 – 
current  
 
 
 
 
 
 
2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2017 
 
 
 
 

 
Teacher at Tupou College, Tonga 
-  Teaching English and History  
 
Legal officer, at Crown Law office, Tonga 
- Area of work - Civil law, specifically Family law and Environmental law 
 
Barrister and Solicitor, Norman George & Associate and Tim Arnold P.C, 
Cook Islands 
- Area of work - Criminal law, Family law, Commercial law and Land law 
 
Member of the Consultative Committee to the Nansen Initiatives now called 
the Platform on Disaster Displacement  

- I regularly attended the annual consultation meeting of the Platform 
on Disaster Displacement in Geneva to discuss and advise on the 
strategy of the Platform.  

- Take part in the Peer review of research and studies in the Pacific on 
Human mobility and relocation.  

 
 
Consultant, Cook Islands Government  
-  Legal analysis of the frameworks for Disaster Risk Management (DRM) and 
Climate Change (CC) in the Cook Islands, aiming at developing integrated 
legislation for DRM and CC in the Cook Islands. 
 

 
Member of the Research Advisory Committee to an Australia based think 
tank, The Humanitarian Advisory Group, on Localization in Asia and Pacific. 

- Advisory role and take part in the peer review of research and studies 
on localization in Pacific.    
 

 
 
   
 




