
Red Cross Red 
Crescent Statutory 
Meetings
Geneva, 4-12 December 2019

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GnA1r6ntx2g&feature=youtu.be


The Red Cross Red Crescent 

Statutory Meetings – at a glance
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The International Red Cross and

Red Crescent  Movement

Council
of

Delegates

meeting 
every 2 years

National 
Societies

International 
Conference

meeting 
every 4 years

States 
parties to 

the Geneva 
Conventions

IFRC General 
Assembly

meeting
every 2 years



22nd IFRC General Assembly
Geneva, 5-7 December 2019



IFRC 

General 

Assembly 

– draft 

agenda

• Admission of Marshall Islands Red 

Cross Society

• Election of the members of the 

Youth Commission

• Appointment of the members of 

the Finance, Audit and Risk 

Commissions and the 

Compliance and Mediation and 

Election Committee. 



IFRC 

General 

Assembly 

– draft 

agenda

• Approval of Secretariat plans for 2020-

2024, budget 2020-2022, financial 

reports, annual scale of NS 

contributions, governance reports

• Approval of proposal on equity in 

Statutory Contribution

• Review of disaster preparedness and 

emergency response policies and 

IFRC Integrity and Accountability 

Policy framework



IFRC 

General 

Assembly 

– draft 

agenda

• Approval of S2030 including 

reflections on its global initiatives on 

health and education

• Review of gender balance and equal 

opportunities

• Adoption of IFRC positions for the 

Council of Delegates and the 

International Conference



Council of Delegates
Geneva, 8 December 2019



Council of Delegates

Draft 
elements of 
resolutions 
on:

Accountability and Integrity: 

Movement statement on integrity 

Guidance Document on National Society Statutory Base

Minimum Commitments on community engagement and 
accountability

Civil-military relations for disaster management

Today’s needs and vulnerability:

Mental health and psychosocial needs

RFL Strategy 2020-2025

Movement policy on internal displacement

SMCC 2.0



Other 

matters

Follow up 
and progress 

reports

MOU 
MDA/PRCS  

Adoption of 
IC provisional 
agenda and 

officers

Key 

dates

Mid-May

Draft zero 
resolutions  

June

Convocation, agenda 
and programme

October

Mailing of official 
working documents



33rd International Conference
Geneva, 9-12 December 2019



What is the 

International 

Conference?

It is the leading 

humanitarian forum for the 

development of legal 

frameworks and policies to 

improve the lives of 

individuals affected by 

armed conflict, disasters 

and other emergencies 



Who 
participates 
at the 
International 
Conference?



International 
Humanitarian 

Law (IHL)

Shifting 
Vulnerabilities

Trust in 
Humanitarian 

Action

Key 

themes

International Conference



33rd International 
Conference

Act Today, Shape Tomorrow

Respecting 

and 

Implementing 

IHL

Shifting 

Vulnerabilities

Trust in 

Humanitarian 

Action 

32nd IC 

Follow 

up

Access to 

Essential Services

Digital 

Transformation

Humanitarian 

Consequences of 

Climate Change

Health UrbanizationMigration



Respecting 

and 

Implementing 

IHL

Outcomes of the Final Formal 

Meeting: Inter-governmental 

process on IHL

Re-affirmation of important role of 

IHL at the International Conference

33rd IC: resolution on 4 year action 

plan on national IHL 

implementation, and discussion on 

challenges in contemporary armed 

conflicts 



Bringing IHL home: a roadmap for better 

national implementation of IHL

▪ Domestic implementation 

▪ Ratifying or acceding to IHL treaties 

▪ National committees 

▪ Strengthening cooperation 

▪ integrate IHL into military training

▪ Disseminate IHL 

▪ New forms of dissemination

▪ Share good practices

Draft elements of resolution



Shifting 

vulnerabilities

Access to essential services

▪ Mental health and psychosocial 
needs

▪ Global pandemic surveillance and 
control systems

▪ Urban settings

▪ Protection and assistance needs of 
migrants and displaced people



Shifting 

vulnerabilities

Humanitarian consequences of 
climate change

▪ NSs role in climate change 
adaptation & disaster risk reduction

▪ Climate-smart Disaster laws and 
policies

Digital transformation: opportunities 
and challenges, RFL & data 
protection



Climate-smart disaster laws and policies 

that leave no one behind

▪ Climate-smart disaster risk management

▪ “Checklist on law and disaster preparedness 

response” 

▪ Communities at the centre 

▪ Inclusion of marginalized groups

Draft elements of resolution



Restoring family links and data protection

▪ Prevent family separation

▪ National Society’s auxiliary role

▪ RFL Strategy 2020–2025

▪ Personal data 

▪ Misuse of data 

▪ RFL Code of Conduct on Data 

Protection

Draft elements of resolution



Addressing mental health and psychosocial needs of 

people affected by armed conflict, natural disasters 

and other emergencies

▪ Access 

▪ Capacity of professionals

▪ Prevention, preparedness and response 

▪ Comprehensive

▪ Volunteers and staff

▪ Emergency response systems

▪ Standards of care

▪ Stigma, exclusion and discrimination

▪ International legal frameworks

Draft elements of resolution



Trust in 

humanitarian 

action

Trust is the greatest asset to the work 

of the Movement. For the first time, 

this Conference will address:

▪ Accountability 

▪ Preservation of humanitarian 

space



Follow up of 

the 32nd IC

Progress reports:

Res. 1 on detention; 

Res. 2 on IHL compliance; 

Res. 5 on volunteers; 

Res. 3 on SGBV; 

Res. 8 on MDA/PRCS MoU, and the 

overview report on the 32nd IC.



Outcomes 

Resolutions

Pledges

Other 
outcomes



The Standing Commission

Trustee of the International 
Conference

Election of several members: 

five from National Societies



Outreach and Engagement

Preparatory 
Meeting

Engagement 
meetings

Online 
communic
ation and 
materials 

Permanent 
Mission 

briefings 
Group of 

Ambassadors



Who should engage   

and why?

ICRC / 

IFRC Staff

National 

Societies

Youth

States

Observers



•NSs + States + ICRC + IFRC

•10 representatives / group 
(tbc)

Thematic working 
groups: trust, health, 

climate, etc.

•Thematic sessions in 
regions

•Inter-American 
Conference

•Selected NS leadership 
meetings

•Observers

Engagement
•IHL

•Vulnerabilities

•Trust

Thematic working 
groups

•Movement Induction 
Courses (MIC)

•Webinars

Outreach
•IHL

•Vulnerabilities

•Trust.

Thematic working 
groups

•Thematic sessions in 
regions

•Selected NS leadership 
meetings

•Observers

Engagement

Iterative and collaborative process

Conference officers: Chairs, Rapporteurs of Commissions



Engagement and outreach 

activities

NSs Regional Conferences: Mediterranean, Inter-Americas

NSs General and thematic webinars

NSs Thematic engagement sessions: 2-3 projected in 2019

States PM briefings: 3 projected in 2019

States Group of ambassadors meetings: 3  projected in 2019

States/NSs Preparatory meeting: June 2019

Misc Outreach and engagement activities in various 

NS/State/Observer meetings as opportunities arise



Preparatory meeting 
on draft resolutions

27 -28 June, 2019 

 Purpose and objectives:

 Alleviate pressure on the drafting 

committee 

 Share positions, identify issues, 

troubleshoot, garner consensus

 Considerations:

 Scope: Consultation / 

Negotiation

 Attendance: NSs (legal 

advisors/Movement relations 

coordinator) + Missions in Geneva 

+ IFRC + ICRC



Working deadlines

Apr ’19 Comments on elements of resolutions

May ’19 Draft-zero resolutions for consultation

June ’19 Mailing of ‘Convocation’, provisional agenda and programme

June ’19 Submission of implementation reports for the ‘Report on the 

outcomes of the 32nd IC’ 

Sept ’19 Comments on the provisional agenda, programme and draft-zero 

resolutions

Oct ‘19 Mailing of official documents



conferences@rcrcconference.org

www. rcrcconference.org


