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10–11 November 2017 
 

Elements of Resolution 

 
Working towards the elimination of nuclear weapons: 

2018–2021 action plan 

 

NB: The purpose of the present resolution is to adopt a new four-year action plan for the 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, entitled “Working Towards the 
Elimination of Nuclear Weapons: 2018–2021 Action Plan”. It follows on from the action plan 
adopted by the 2013 Council of Delegates (CD/13/R1), which reaches its term at the end of 
2017. The new action plan takes into account recent major developments in the efforts to 
prohibit and eliminate nuclear weapons, the most significant of which is the commencement in 
March 2017 of negotiations mandated by the UN General Assembly on a treaty to prohibit 
nuclear weapons, leading towards their total elimination. The ICRC and the International 
Federation have welcomed these negotiations, on the grounds that (as with chemical and 
biological weapons) a treaty to prohibit nuclear weapons at the global level is an essential step 
towards their total elimination, reducing incentives for their use and stemming further 
proliferation. The UN negotiations will conclude on 7 July 2017, at which point it is expected that 
the participating States will either be in a position to adopt the text of a treaty, or will recommend 
to the forthcoming session of the General Assembly that negotiations be continued in 2018. 
The elements below reflect the uncertainty of this outcome at time of writing. A draft action 
plan will circulate with the draft resolution after 7 July. The draft action plan will contain several 
points from the current 2014–2017 Action Plan as well as new points based on the results of 
the April 2017 high-level conference on nuclear weapons in Nagasaki and the outcomes of the 
UN negotiations. 

 

 
The Council of Delegates, 

Outline of preambular paragraphs 

- reiterating its deep concern about the catastrophic humanitarian consequences of any use 
of nuclear weapons and the lack of any adequate humanitarian response capacity, the 
difficulty of envisaging how any use of nuclear weapons could be compatible with the rules 
of international humanitarian law, and the need for concrete action leading to the prohibition 
and elimination of nuclear weapons, 

- deeply alarmed by the increasing risk that nuclear weapons will again be used by intent, 
miscalculation or accident (…), 

- [welcoming the historic adoption of the treaty to prohibit nuclear weapons, as an essential 
step towards their total elimination (…) ] or [ welcoming efforts at the United Nations (UN) 
to negotiate a treaty to prohibit nuclear weapons, leading towards their total elimination 
(…),] 

- reaffirming the position and actions called for in Resolution 1 of the 2011 Council of 
Delegates and in Resolution 1 of the 2013 Council of Delegates, and commending the 
efforts of the components of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement 
(Movement) to implement these actions at the national and international levels, including 
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the workshops for National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (National Societies) 
held in Nayarit, The Hague and Vienna in 2014 and in Geneva in 2016, 

- inspired by the high-level Movement conference on nuclear weapons held in Nagasaki in 
April 2017 and the Nagasaki Action Plan adopted by 34 National Societies, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies (International Federation) with the aim of guiding efforts and 
stimulating greater engagement on the part of all National Societies and their leadership in 
order to advance the universal goal of a world free of nuclear weapons (…), 

 
- [welcoming the Nagasaki Appeal of 34 National Societies, the ICRC and the International 

Federation, which called on all States to help change the course of history by participating 
in the UN conference to prohibit nuclear weapons, leading to their total elimination,] 

 
 
Outline of operative paragraphs 

1. [calls on all States to promptly sign and ratify the treaty prohibiting nuclear weapons, and 
to work with urgency and determination towards their total elimination (…); ] or (if no treaty 
adopted on 7 July) [ urges all States to participate in ongoing efforts in the UN to negotiate 
a treaty to prohibit nuclear weapons, leading towards their total elimination;] 

2. calls on all States, in the meantime, to ensure that nuclear weapons are never again used, 
and calls in particular on nuclear-armed and nuclear-allied States to take urgent steps to 
reduce the risk of intentional or accidental use of nuclear weapons, based on their existing 
international commitments; 

3. [urges all components of the Movement to promote adherence to and full implementation 
of the treaty to prohibit nuclear weapons, as well as other international agreements with 
similar objectives, including the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the 
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, and regional treaties establishing nuclear-
weapon-free zones;] 

4. adopts the Working Towards the Elimination of Nuclear Weapons: 2018–2021 Action Plan; 

5. urges all components of the Movement to implement the Action Plan as a priority in the 
context of their humanitarian diplomacy efforts; 

6. invites the International Federation to play a coordination role in order to facilitate National 
Societies’ efforts to implement the Action Plan; 

7. invites National Societies to exchange their knowledge and experiences within the 
Movement; 

8. invites the ICRC to support the implementation of the Movement’s Action Plan and to 
report, as necessary, to the Council of Delegates on the progress made on the issue of 
nuclear weapons and on the implementation of Resolution 1. 

 

 
Resolution co-sponsors: 

List 
 

 
Annex 

 
Working Towards the Elimination of Nuclear Weapons: 2018–2021 Action Plan [based in 
part on the 2013–2017 Action Plan and on the Nagasaki Action Plan adopted on 26 April] 


